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The members 
of local AARP 
Historic Chapter 

#1 in Youngtown were 
excited to donate a 
check for $1000 to Jesse 
Ramirez, founder and 
president of the non-
profit organization Valley 
View Community Food 
Bank.  The money will be 
targeted to support their 
Youngtown location 
at 12030 N. Clubhouse 
Square, Youngtown, AZ, 
85363.  “The members of 
our Chapter are thankful 
to be able to support such 
a wonderful resource in 
our community” stated 
Jay Lickus, AARP Historic 
Chapter #1 President.  
“With all of the additional 
challenges brought 
about by the COVID19 
pandemic we felt it was 
critical to donate what 
we could to help Valley 
View Community Food 
Bank continue doing 
what they do best - 
feeding people in need.  
There are way too many 
families in our area 
relying on food banks for 
meals. I urge everyone 
in our community to 
step up and donate what 
they can to make an 
immediate impact as we 
enter the new year.”

Valley View 
Community Food Bank 
was founded in March 
2007 by Jesse Ramirez.  
Jesse served at the 
West Side Food Bank in 
Surprise, Arizona for 21 
years before starting 
Valley View Community 
Food Bank.  Valley View 
is more than a food bank. 
They are committed to 
doing as much as possible 
to serve the needs of 
our diverse community. 
Their mission is to serve 
those in need with 
compassion and respect 
while providing the 
resources for wholesome 
nutritious food. Valley 
View Community 
offers a safe, positive 
environment where 
those seeking help can 
easily find the resources 
they need to feed 
themselves and their 
families.

The food bank is seeing 
as many as 500 clients 
per day, many of them 
who have never asked 
for help before. Food 
counselors and other 
agencies are also turning 
to VVCFB for help.  With 
the challenges of school 
cancellations, job losses 
and the shuttering of 
many businesses for 

an unknown length 
of time, many people 
are scrambling to 
provide basic survival 
necessities for children, 
grandchildren, and 
themselves.

Jesse Ramirez states, 
“We are in need of more 
donations, especially 
food, personal hygiene 
items, and cleaning and 
sanitation supplies.”  

In addition, volunteers 
are needed to take 
the place of regular 
volunteers who cannot 
assist in the food bank 
at this time because of 
their increased risk of 

contracting the COVID19 
virus or exposing a 
vulnerable family 
member.”

Jesse adds, “In 
my decades in food 

banking, I have never 
seen anything more 
disturbing. People are 
crying and are so afraid 
of the future. We have to 
find ways to help each 
other. We are all in this 
together, and together is 
the only way to address 
this historic crisis.  We 
are truly thankful for 
community partners like 
AARP Historic Chapter 
#1 who are supporting 
us during these trying 
times.”

 AARP Historic Chapter 
#1 is the oldest existing 
AARP Chapter in the 
nation. It was organized 
September 23, 1960 in 
Youngtown, AZ and was 
incorporated October 
20th, 1969. There are 
over 75 active members.  
We are always seeking 
new, active members 
& volunteers for the 
Chapter.  You must 
be a current member 
of national AARP to 
join the local chapter.  
Yearly dues are only 
$10 per year.  Prior to 
the COVID19 pandemic, 
we met the first Friday 
of every month at 
5:30 in the Youngtown 
Clubhouse and Council 
Chambers located at 
12030 Clubhouse Square 

in Youngtown.  Meetings 
began with a potluck 
dinner and always 
had an informative 
speaker, presentation or 
fun interactive event. 
The Chapter in-person 
meetings are currently 
on hiatus and hope to 
return sometime in 2021.

Our AARP Chapter, 
as well as all national 
chapters, offers a great 
way to get involved in 
your community. Since 
1960, the Chapters’ 
principal objectives and 
purpose are embodied 
in the simple motto, 
“To serve, not to be 
served”. Chapters act 
as the strategic link 
between members 
and communities and 
AARP’s programs and 
services. They provide 
members with a variety 
of community service, 
education, advocacy, 
leadership, and 
fellowship opportunities. 

For more info, 
please contact Chapter 
President Jay Lickus at 
623-734-5438 or Vice 
President Charlene 
McGarvey at 623-363-
4608.

AARP Historic Chapter #1 Donates $1000 
to Valley View Community Food Bank



In Arizona’s west 
valley the city of 
Youngtown welcomes 
Engaging Life Integrated 
Wellness Center, also 
known as ELC, recently 
opened their doors to the 
public in March of 2020. 
The facility operates M-F 
8am – 7pm. Engaging 
Life provides the typical 
clinical lineup while also 
introducing an array 
of services. Either by 
appointment or their 
open door for walk-

ins. ELC’s professional 
office staff provides a 
welcoming environment 
and peace of mind to its 
community during the 
visit.

Their clinical services 
include: Primary care, 
Family, Geriatric, 
Women and men’s 
health, Employee and 
student exams, weight 
management, COVID – 
19 testing and more.

ELC also provides 
counseling services for 

mental and behavioral 
health that is handled 
by their compassionate 
professionals. Their goal 
is that they treat every 
person/situation as 
unique, to further aid in 
treatment.  To provide 
further assistance to the 
community the clinic 
also has their crisis 
hotline available 24 

hrs., 7days a week (see 
below).

As Engaging Life 
Integrated Wellness 
Center continues to be 
recognized in the Town 
of Youngtown as a place 
where heroes work, their 
hopes are to expand and 
provide their current 
and new services for 
not only Youngtown 
but its surrounding 
communities. 

To contact Engaging 
Life Integrated Wellness 

Center for further info 
call 602-845-0767 or visit 
their website at www.
e n g a g i n g l i f e c e n t e r.
com or follow on social 
media: 

Instagram at: 
engaginglifecenter 

Facebook at: Engaging 
Life Center

ELC 24hour crisis 
hotline is 1-855-415-
0693.
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From the Mayor…

Youngtown: Becoming 
a Great Community

A c o m m u n i t y 
can be broadly 
defined as a 

group of people with 
common interests living 
in a particular area. So, 
by rote, any town or city, 
fits the definition of a 
community. But when 
you ask what makes a 
great community, the 
shoe becomes harder to 
fit, the definition more 
elusive.

Is a great community 
defined by good 
infrastructure? Do 
nicely paved, well-lit 
streets make a great 

community? How about 
an abundance of parks 
or lots of nice wide 
sidewalks? These things 
are important, to be 
sure, but they do not, in 
and of themselves, make 
a great community.

The essence of a great 
community is something 
more ethereal: an 
essential something 
that’s harder to put your 
finger on.  To make the 
search for a definition 
of a great community 
even more difficult, it 
does not always mean 
the same thing to all 

people. In other words, 
your definition of a 
great community may 
be different than mine 
or your neighbor’s 
definition.

To me, a great 
community is a place 
where residents 
take pride in their 
community; they care 
about how it looks and 
feels. They look for ways 
to make their community 
safer and more secure. 
They constantly look 
for ways to put the best 
face on their community. 
They do important 

things, big and small, to 
improve it. Things like 
getting involved in their 
government or picking 
up a piece of trash while 
out walking their dog. In 
a great community, the 
people help each other 
and treat one another 
with courtesy and 
dignity. They watch out 
for one another and take 
pride in being there.

Does Youngtown 
meet my definition of a 
great community? The 
potential is definitely 
there. Youngtown is a 
small, relatively safe 

town with some pretty 
darn good infrastructure 
and lots of good people. 
But the spark or catalyst 
which ignites the 
fire that transforms 
a good community 
into a great one is 
something government 
can’t provide; it has to 
come from the people 
themselves.

So, I ask you to join 
me in looking for ways 
we can work together 
to transform Youngtown 
from the good place it 
already is into a really 
great community…

This is a reprint from September 2015

Engaging Life Integrated 
Wellness Center
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Community Fund News

Medical Lending Center

For 34 years, the Dolan Family has created 
‘magical memories’ with their amazing 
Christmas float of lights created as an entry 

in the APS Electric Light Parade.
Saturday night December 12, As Christmas 2020 

approached, the Dolan Family helped to celebrate 

what has become another annual tradition and 
rolled a little bit of their magic through Agua Fria 
Ranch. Families lined the streets as the float wound 
its way through the community. In the true spirit of 
the season, the light pushed the darkness away and 
Agua Fria residents celebrated the joy of Christmas.

Each year, the Dolan Family uses their float project 
to collect toys and clothing for children and cash and 
canned foods for families in need. The Dolan Family 
can be found on Facebook.

“This Little Light of Mine” 

The Dolan Family Float

Happy New Year!
In the spring of 1963 when 

Harvey Shaw, Paul Peck and 
Dina Evans (Shaw) felt the 
need in Youngtown of an 
organization to loan medical 
equipment to members of the 
community of Youngtown, 
they probably never thought 
we would still be serving the 
community after all these 
years or that we would receive 
a Congressional Recognition 
Certificate!

From the beginning, the 
loan of medical equipment 
has been FREE. Of course, we 
accept donations as they are 
what keep us in business, but 
never required.  We loaned 

almost 90 thousand dollars’ 
worth of equipment to over 
600 clients so far in 2020.

YES! We are open. We are 
here to help.

We know medical equipment 
needs still arise. There are 
still falls, other accidents, 
surgeries, and illnesses besides 
Covid-19 that make a need for 
our equipment. So, we have 
worked to make it safe to stay 
open. Perhaps you need to take 
your mother to the doctor, 
but it is very hard for her to 
walk any distance. It is ok to 
borrow a wheelchair or walker 
for that visit. Maybe you need 
a walker or wheelchair to go 
to church or a wedding. We 

are here to make life safer and 
more enjoyable

 Covid-19 precautions are 
being taken and masks are 
required. Our door is locked for 
everyone’s protection. Knock 
and show us you are wearing 
a mask and assure us you 
are virus free. As always, we 
carefully clean and sanitize all 
equipment upon return to be 
sure it is ready to loan again. 

Our mission is to enhance 
the lives of the residents of 
our area by loaning durable 
medical equipment for short 
term use. We have walkers, 
wheelchairs shower chairs, 
canes and more. Having out 
of town company? Remember, 

you can borrow equipment 
for their visit whether it is a 
wheelchair, shower chair or 
even a stroller or highchair 
for a little one. We serve 
Youngtown, El Mirage, 
Surprise and Peoria.

There are noncash ways 
you may help support our 
work. You can sign up with 
your Fry’s account to support 
the Youngtown Community 
Fund. On your Fry’s account 
online, you go to Community 
Rewards, and say you want 
to support the Youngtown 
Community Fund. Also, if 
you shop Amazon, sign in on 
Amazon Smile, and choose 
the Youngtown Community 

Fund for the organization you 
want to support. Do you know 
anyone with a car or truck, 
motorcycle or boat they would 
like to donate? Just call 855-
500-7433 and they will handle 
everything.

Stop and check out the 
Medical Lending Center at the 
Youngtown Community Fund, 
Inc. at 11215-A West Nevada 
Ave, Youngtown. Our phone 
number is (623)-977-4661 and 
our hours are Monday through 
Saturday 9 am to Noon. 

Check out our web page: www.
YoungtownCommunityFund.
com.

 We wish you a safe, healthy 
and Happy New Year!



Happy Valentine’s Day!  How are your New Year’s 
Resolutions holding up from January?  Did you know we 
have exercise videos available for check-out?  Why not 
make a plan to read more, take an online class or learn a 
new hobby?

Because of COVID-19, we are still temporarily CLOSED 
to the public, however, we continue to answer phone 
calls and offer CURBSIDE SERVICE to check out books and 
movies.  You can put items on hold by accessing our Card 
Catalog using the link on the Youngtown website at www.
youngtownaz.org, or by calling us at 623-974-3401.  We 
also offer digital books through the “Libby” app.  Just call 
us for instructions!  

We carry all the latest books and movies!  You can rent 
DVD’s for a week, and check out books for two weeks for 
FREE! 

LOCATION 
Both the Library and Historical Museum are located in 

Town Square, between Alabama and Youngtown Avenue, 
just west of 112th Avenue.  For additional information 
about the Library or the history of Youngtown, call 623-
974-3401.

Once the Library re-opens: join us for BOOK CLUB on the 

third Friday of every month and Friends of the Library club 
will meet every other month.  
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Youngtown Public Library

February 2021

The Youngtown Public Library 
still offers many services: 
• Curbside Service Mon – Thursday 
   from 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
• FREE WI-FI Mon-Fri from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
• All the latest DVD’s! They can be checked out   
   for FREE for one week 
• FREE Tax Forms
• FREE Legal Forms
• FREE Career Information
• Copies $ .15 each
• Faxes – free with our library card
• Reference questions – 623-974-3401

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS ARE NOT 
MEETING AT THE MOMENT DUE TO COVID-19. IF YOU ARE INTER-
ESTED, PLEASE CONTACT THE BOARD MEMBERS.

AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
MEET: 3rd Friday of the month 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Meets in the Youngtown Library 
Heidi Speed – 623-974-3401

CRAFT CORNER
MEET: Every Monday 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
MEET: Every Other Month on the 3rd Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
OFF: June, July and August Teresa Felton – 760-415-5446

OPEN PAINTING
ALL MEDIUMS WELCOME
MEET: every Monday 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Beverly Meers – 972-5145

WOOD CARVERS CLUB
MEET: every Tuesday of the month 8:00 a.m. - Noon
Terry Damato – 623-933-2426

YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY GARDEN
MEET: 1st Saturday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN DOG PARK COMMITTEE
MEET: 3rd Saturday of the month 11:00 a.m.
OFF: June, July and August 
Margaret Chittenden – 480-861-1576

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Madelon Jeffreys – 623-977-4661

YOUNGTOWN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
MEET: Every Wednesday of the month 10:30 a.m. - Noon
OFF: June, July, August Madelon Jeffreys – 623-583-8047

All clubs meet in the Clubhouse unless otherwise noted.

Clubs and Organizations

For those of you that are 
wondering why we are “historical 
chapter #1” here is why.  This 
AARP chapter was formed over 
60 years ago and was the first 
chapter in the United States!  We 
are still going strong, or at least 
we were until March of 2020 
when this pandemic stopped us 
in or tracks.  This will not deter 
us from moving forward and 

planning our meetings in 2021.  
We have many ideas forming as 
our board meets by Zoom each 
month.

We look forward to seeing our 
current members as well as some 
new ones early in 2021.  Anyone 
interested in our organization 
can join if they are a member of 
national AARP.  We have always 
offered a monthly potluck and a 

guest speaker addressing items 
of interest to our age group.

If you are interested or have 
questions, please call Jay Lickus 
at 623-734-5438 or Charlene 
McGarvey at 623-363-4608.  We 
will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have.

Happy New Year to all and 
hope this year will bring peace 
and good health to all.

AARP Historical Chapter 
Number One
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News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

The right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.

A nother year 
is upon us!  I 
would like to 

thank all Youngtown 
and Sun City residents 
for their assistance with 
keeping the park in good 
shape by picking up 
trash, cleaning up after 
our pets and using the 
two new smoking pots 
for proper disposal of 
cigarette butts.

The month of 
December visitors and 
residents graciously 
donated various items 
for the Sun Valley Animal 
Shelter such as leashes, 
collars, sheets, towels, 
and throws.  These 
items were delivered on 
December 23rd.

The Dog Park is looking 
great after the weed and 
feed was applied.  

Happy Valentine’s Day 
to all of our furry friends!  

There are a few tips 
that we would like to 
pass on to keep our 

furry friends healthy and 
happy – no chocolate, 
which contains sugar 
and other ingredients 
that cause severe 
digestion problems – like 
vomiting, dehydration 
and even death.

What types of things 
can I give my dog?  
Peanut butter, bananas, 
applesauce, seedless 

watermelon and raw 
carrots (which are good 
for cleaning their teeth).  

As with any special day 
and all throughout the 
year we all want to keep 
our furry companions 
happy and safe!  We as 
their masters need to be 
cautious!

The Citizens’ Dog Park 
is looking for volunteers 

to join the board and 
committee.  Please, if 
you are interested, join 
us at our next meeting 
on February 20th at 
11 a.m.  Please check 
the electronic signage 
in front of Town Hall 
and the sign boards 
at the Dog Park or call 
Board Chair Margaret 
Chittenden at 480-861-

1576 for additional 
information.

P.S. – Hope you all 
completed and enjoyed 
the word search in our 
January publication!

Written by 
Councilmember and Dog 
Park Board Chair Margaret 
Chittenden.

CITIZENS’ 
DOG PARK OF 
YOUNGTOWN
Hours of Operation
6:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 p.m.
NW Corner of 
Alabama 
& 113th Avenues
For Information 
& Donations
623-974-9756
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In The 

Spotlight

Each month the Town of Youngtown will be featuring some 
of our local businesses who make up the many wonderful, 
long standing businesses that service our residents and the 
surrounding communities in the Northwest Valley!  Please 
meet one of our hidden treasures right here in Youngtown!

Autumn Maisano is happy to be part of the Youngtown business community. 
She has been a hairdresser for over 31 years, has five boys and moved here 
from California. She has been in Arizona for 18 years. Her salon, Hair by 
Autumn 911, has been serving our community for four years. The shop is 
located at 11122 W. Alabama Avenue and she is open Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Call 623-523-1990 to make an appointment or 
for more information.

Hair By Autumn 911

In The 

Spotlight

Each month the Town of Youngtown will be featuring some 
of our local businesses who make up the many wonderful, 
long standing businesses that service our residents and the 
surrounding communities in the Northwest Valley!  Please 
meet one of our hidden treasures right here in Youngtown!

Rag’s Real Chicken & Waffles
Rag’s Real Chicken & Waffles will deep fry anything you can digest!  

We specialize in soul food and Southern hospitality.  We also have live 
entertainment.  Ken Smith is from Alabama, and his wife is from Ohio.   They 
are the Mom and Pop team.  Rag’s Real Chicken & Waffles is located at 12242 
N. 111th Avenue, and they are open from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily.  Closed 
on Wednesday and Sunday.



The Youngtown Community Fund 
located on Nevada was awarded  
Congressional Recognition from 
Outreach Director Gisele Norberg 
from Conresswomen Debbie Lesko’s 
office.

The award is given to non-
profits, advocates, individuals, 
police officers, fire fighters, first 
responders, nurses, students, and 
groups that make an impact in the 
Youngtown community.
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In The Works 

February 2021

Marty Mosbrucker
Public Works Manager

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

The right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.

President’s Day
The third Monday in 

February is designat-
ed in the United States 
as Washington’s Birth-
day, more commonly 
known as Presidents’ 
Day. George Washington, 
known as “The Father 
of Our Country”, was 
the first President of the 
United States of America. 
He played a major role in 
the drafting of the Decla-
ration of Independence 
signed on July 4, 1776, 
declaring the Colonies to 
be free and independent 
states. He fought val-
iantly in the American 

Revolution and led the 
Colonists to Freedom as 
the Commander in Chief 
of the Continental Army. 
He was a wise and cou-
rageous man admired 
for his honesty and 
strength of character. He 
also spoke of his having 
chopped down a cherry 
tree and admitting it to 
his Father, as he could 
not tell a lie.

Maricopa Lake
As you know, there 

are no natural waters, 
(lakes, rivers or active 
stream beds) in the val-
ley of the sun. The man-
made lake of Maricopa 
Lake is a gem to the 
Town. It’s a water oasis 
that provides a setting 
for tranquility and ambi-
ance to read a book, relax 
and have a picnic or to 
go fishing. Many people 
walk around the lake as 
a form of exercise. Best 
lake management prac-
tices are employed to 
provide a well-balanced 

maintenance program. 
The program encompass-
es the latest technology 
and timing necessary to 
have the best appearing 
water possible (blue) 
while preserving the wa-
ters living habitat (water 
chemistry) for the lake 
residents. (Fish, ducks, 
turtles). The fish living 
in the lake are tilapia, 
catfish, perch, a few bass 
and goldfish.  Ducks and 
some geese will visit 
temporarily along with 
other migratory birds. 
There are some turtles 
enjoying the lake. Please 
make sure to get outside 
and enjoy the lake while 
the weather is so nice.

Vandalism
“action involving de-

liberate destruction of or 
damage to public or pri-
vate property”. The term 
also includes criminal 
damage such as graffiti 
and defacement direct-
ed towards any proper-
ty without permission 

of the owner. Graffiti is 
the most common type 
of property vandalism 
(35%) according to the 
Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics. How can Young-
town citizens help to 
stop vandalism? 

 Get to know your 
neighbors. It is import-
ant that you know the 
people around you and 
in your community. This 
makes it much easier 
to spot someone that 
doesn’t belong and may 
be there to simply cause 
problems. The Town 
does experience vandal-
ism ranging from traffic 
sign destruction to park 
playground graffiti. If 
you live next to one of 
the Town’s parks, please 
be observant for poten-
tial vandalism. If you 
observe someone dam-
aging something in the 
park, place a phone call 
to the MCSO office at 
602-876-1011. The res-
idents are the eyes and 
ears of the community.

Community Fund 
Award
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CDBG COVID-19  
RENT & UTILITY ASSISTANCE 

RENT ELECTRIC WATER GAS 

CALL OUR HOTLINE AT: 602 - 506 - 2000

· UP TO 3 MONTHS OF ASSISTANCE
· COVID-19 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP REQUIRED

· FAMILIES MUST INCOME QUALIFY (EXAMPLE: FAMILY OF 4 
          MUST EARN LESS THAN $62,250/YR) 

ELIGIBLE LOCATIONS 

· Buckeye

· El Mirage

· Fountain Hills

· Goodyear 

· Guadalupe

· Litchfield Park

· Tolleson

· Wickenburg

· Youngtown 

· Unincorporated areas within Maricopa 
County

HAVE YOU FALLEN BEHIND ON YOUR 
RENT OR UTILITY PAYMENTS?  


